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Local Competition  
Talent/Production Guidelines for Delegates

Talent Accompaniment Music Tracks: whether your talent is vocal, dance, piano, violin, acrobatics, twirling, etc., the music used to accompany your talent must be covered under the license agreements of the specified licensing company or be considered Public Domain.  Please confirm with the Local Competition Director as to what license agreements music must fall under.
The original master recording is permitted for use to create your track without any alteration.  Because alterations are not permitted to the master recording, karaoke versions are acceptable.  However, a karaoke version cannot include mash-ups or any portion of an original master track.  To clarify, mash-ups, modified tracks with additional instruments or vocals from, or added to, the original master track are not permitted.  You are required to send the electronic version of your talent accompaniment track IN AN MP3 FORMAT to the Local Director via email.

Only the Local Director will advise of the authorization for the competition’s talent music.  PLEASE CONFIRM WHICH LICENSING COMPANY YOUR LOCAL COMPETITION IS USING!  To find out if your music is licensed through one of them, please follow the directions on the Internet search instructions included with the production forms.  If you find your music is not covered under the specified licensing company and the music is not Public Domain, you will need to change your music selection.
Permission is required from every person involved in the production of the Accompaniment track: music arranger, producer, musicians, background singers, and recording engineer.  The Local Competition Track Release form grants the Local Competition permission to use the music track for live on-stage performance.  Written permission from all persons involved in your talent accompaniment track is mandatory.  If you produce the 90-second track from the original music yourself, then you need sign the Local Competition Track Release Form.
You are required to send the electronic version of your talent accompaniment track to the Local Director either via email or postal mail.  Please check with the local Competition director as to how the accompaniment should be sent.  All tracks must be of excellent sound quality. Once your talent track is accepted and approved, no changes or substitutions are permitted.  
Costumes, dialogue or scenery similar to those used in a Broadway production or motion picture are not permitted under any circumstance.  If you are performing a medley, be sure you do not use more than two (2) songs from the same Broadway show.  All songs in a medley require authorization by the local Competition director.
Talent Competition: there can be no duplication of a talent act among Delegates.  A Delegate may not include in a vocal medley, the same song another Delegate is planning to sing as a solo or as part of a different medley.  The same song, however, may be used in a different talent type, for example; played on a musical instrument or used as accompaniment for dance by another Delegate.
Talent music is reserved for Delegates on a first-come, first-serve basis.  The local Competition can only reserve one (1) music request per Delegate and cannot place music reserves on hold.
Submitting the Talent Music Selection:
1. Complete and return Form A-1 Talent Music Reservation with the appropriate licensing company (A-1a) printout to the Local Competition Director.  
2. The Local Competition Director will acknowledge receipt within 48 hours to verify that your music selection is available and reserved for you and not already reserved by another Delegate.
3. Once you receive notification from the Local Competition Director that your music is approved for use, complete and return Form A-2 Detailed Talent Information, along with the electronic Talent Accompaniment Track, the Track Release Form(s).  Please contact the Local Competition Director if CD’s or emailed copies of music are required.    
4. If there are any problems or concerns with the music track, the Local Executive Director will notify the Delegate and a new track may be required.  
Talent Time: the time limit for talent presentation is ninety (:90) seconds.  This applies to all talent, even if you are not using an Accompaniment Track.  If your track exceeds this time limit, it will be returned and a new one must be produced.  Please do not plan a performance that exceeds the ninety-second time limit.
Accompanying oneself with a Pre-Recorded Track: a Delegate may pre-record herself as a backup vocalist, (if she is performing a different talent than vocal), or instrumental accompanist and use that track to accompany her live talent performance.  Example:  a Delegate dancing to a pre-recorded track of her singing or playing an instrument.  However, it cannot be announced to the judges that the Accompaniment Track contains any performance by the Delegate.  Delegates are judged solely on what they are performing live, no exceptions.  A talent cannot be performed electronically (i.e. video tape) or with additional live accompaniment.
Track Enhancements: regardless of the talent performed, the background track cannot have voices, instruments or other noises that mimic the talent of the Delegate.  Example: a vocalist may have background vocals with “oohs and aahs” but cannot have a track containing any background lyrics or a voice singing the melody line for the Delegate to sing along.  This also includes instrumentalists, dancers and any other talent as it could provide an unfair advantage if judges cannot delineate from the “live” performance and the talent track.
Double Talents: Delegates are only judged on what is performed “live.”  If a Delegate wishes to perform a double talent, for example, singing and dancing, or singing and piano playing, she must perform both live on-stage.  However, if a Delegate dances to a pre-recorded track of her singing, she is only judged on her dance and it is not announced that she is singing on the track.
Original Works or Material Talents: any Delegate who presents a talent act that involves her own original work; i.e. music arrangement, song writing, authorship of a dramatic reading, etc., must send MKO notarized authentication that she created the work in order for it to be approved for the competition.
Published Literary Material Talents: any talent presentation involving the reading of literary works (i.e. dramatic reading), require the Delegate to research and contact the author and/or publisher for a written “Permission Letter.”  Dramatic performances cannot include scenes that mimic a play, including costume.
Props: all stage props must be furnished at the Delegate’s expense.  
Props Use and Restrictions: no props will be permitted unless they are absolutely functional.  Non-functional props distract from the live performance.  The following props are not allowed:
· No mood setters or background enhancers
· No props that imitate those used in a Broadway or screen version of the selected talent
· No props that require excessive stage area and/or complicated setup
· No use of motion pictures, slides or projection of any kind
· No live animals
· No props involving safety hazards, such as any form of liquids or fire; or props that could create sparks, along with swords, knives, bow and arrows, sharp projectiles, etc.
· No lighting enhancements
· If you are unsure if a prop meets the proper standards, or if you should have any production questions, please contact the local Competition director.
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Form A-1
2025-26 Local Delegate Talent Music Reservation Form
Due Date: See Paperwork Deadline on MKO website
Submit form via email to:
Local Competition Director 
	1. Local Title:
	

	2. Delegate’s Name:
	

	3. Email:
	

	4. Cell Phone:
	

	5. Talent:
	

	6. Full title of music you will use for your talent:
	

	7. Composer:
	

	8. Publisher:
	

	9. Attach the appropriate music licensing search results for music title, composer and publisher or information that the music is Public Domain.



You will be notified if the music selection you are requesting is available or if another Delegate has already reserved it.  The local Competition cannot reserve more than one selection per Delegate and cannot place selections on hold.
As announced at the Miss America National Competition last year, the original master recording is permitted for use without any alteration.  Because alterations are not permitted to the master recording, karaoke versions are acceptable.  However, a karaoke version cannot include mash-ups or any portion of an original master track.  To clarify, mash-ups, modified tracks with additional instruments or vocals from, or added to the original master track are not permitted.
Once you receive confirmation from the local Competition director that your music selection is available, you can begin the recording of your accompaniment tracks.
Form A-2 Detailed Talent Information is due by the local Competition paperwork deadline, along with the associated accompaniment music items.
Please fill out the top portion of this form completely prior to submitting.  Thank you.



Search Instructions – Form A-1a
Music Licensing Coverage
	Due Date: Attach to Form A-1 Talent Music Reservation



	There are other licensing companies that your local Competition may be using.  Below are examples of how to search for some of the licensing companies that your local may have an agreement with.

	

	How to search BMI (Broadcast Music, Inc.)

	· go to www.BMI.com 

	· enter music selection in “BMI Catalog Search” box

	

	How to search ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers)

	· go to www.ASCAP.com 

	· click on “ACE Database”

	· click on “Search the Database”

	

	It is usually best to begin your search by title.  Once the title comes up then match the writer(s).  Be sure the title and the writer(s) match the song you plan to use.

	

	The music I want to use in my talent act is so old I think it’s in the public domain (also called PD).

	
· Do not assume that your music selection is classified Public Domain (PD) because it was published in 1922 or earlier.  Whether a song is PD depends on MANY things—laws vary depending on WHEN the piece was created, as well as WHERE your talent act will be exhibited.
· Sometimes PD pieces are newly arranged and we also need to clear the publishing rights for any new arrangements.





Form A-2
2025-26 Local Delegate Detailed Talent Music Information
Due Date: See Paperwork Deadline on MKO website
Submit form via email to:
Local Competition Director 

	1. Local Executive Director:
	

	2. Local Competition Title:
	

	3. Delegate’s Name:
	

	4. Phonetic spelling of your name as announced by Emcee:
	

	
	Do not include your middle name unless you want it announced on stage

	5. Email:
	

	6. Cell Phone:
	

	7. Home Phone:
	

	8. Talent:
	

	9. Talent Performance Description
	

	10. 
	

	
	Complete description of your talent act—please be specific

	10. Full title of approved music you will use for your talent:
	

	

	11. Composer:
	


	12. Publisher:
	

	13. Attach with the email submitting this form the appropriate music licensing search results for music title, composer and publisher or information that the music is Public Domain.

	14. I understand my talent presentation cannot exceed 90 seconds.
      I have accurately timed my talent presentation at:
	
	seconds
	

	15. Accompaniment for talent act (check one):
	None 
	
	Electronic Track Accompaniment
	



	16. I listened to and approve the Accompaniment CD being sent to Local Director:
	Your Initials:
	



	17. 
Provide the name, address and phone number of the arranger and/or producer for your talent accompaniment track.  The original master recording is permitted for use without any alteration.  Because alterations are not permitted to the master recording, karaoke versions are acceptable.  However, a karaoke version cannot include mash-ups or any portion of an original master track.  To clarify, mash-ups, modified tracks with additional instruments or vocals from, or added to the original master track are not permitted.

	Producer/Composer Name:
	

	Address:
	

	City, State, Zip:
	

	Phone Number:
	

	Email:
	

	20. My Accompaniment track is (please check):
	
Edited for Time Version
	
	

	21. 
	Karaoke Version
	
	

	22. 
	Custom Recording
	
	

	
23. If you are performing a reading, list title of book, play, etc. for which you have obtained clearance
	

	
24. Lyrics—please note lyrics may not be changed from the original song and lyrics cannot be removed from the original master recording.  Please check the appropriate boxes below:


	I will sing or speak during my talent presentation:
	Yes
	
	No
	
	

	a. My lyrics are:
	Enclosed
	
	N/A
	
	
	

	b. Backup lyrics are:
	Enclosed
	
	N/A
	
	
	

	c. My reading is:
	Enclosed
	
	N/A
	
	
	

	
25. I have read the “props” section and understand the restrictions.  My talent presentation will require the following props:

	None
	
	List Props:
	

	
	
	

	Delegate’s Signature
	
	Date




Form B
Accompaniment Music Track
2025-26 Musician / Engineer / Producer Permission Release
	



	I give my permission to the Local Competition Organization_____________________________________ for use of the talent accompaniment music track for:

	Delegate Name:
	

	
Local Competition:
	
Miss
	

	

	Permission covers webcast/TV Delay use of the 2023-24 Miss ___________________________, in the event it is webcast/TV Delay:

	Song Title:
	

	Writer(s)
	

	Publishers:
	

	

	Track Type:
	Edited for Time 
	Karaoke Version 
	Custom Recording 

	

	My role in this recording was as (check all that apply):

	Director:
	
	

	Producer:
	
	

	Musician:
	
	

	Other Role:
	

	

	In giving consent, I release the Miss ______________ Organization and its agents and assigns from any liability for any violation of any personal or property rights, which I might have in connection with said recording, and waive any right to approve accompanying written or narrative material.

	

	I am involved in the making of this music track as indicated above and represent that I am of full legal age.

	

	Date:
	
	Signed:
	

	        Date 
	Participant Signature

	
	

	
	Print Name
 

	I am involved in the making of this music track as indicated above and not of full legal age, consent is hereby given by my guardian named below;

	Print Participant Name:
	

	Print Guardian Name:
	

	Date:
	
	Signed:
	

	
	Guardian Signature

	

	Submit Form Along with Electronic Accompaniment Tracks to:

Local Director
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Approved Performing Arts & Talent List

Vocal Dance
Instruments Gymnastics (all types)
Baton Twirling Painting
Magic Stand Up Comedy
Dramatic Reading Monologues
Slam Poetry Spoken Word
Flags or Color Guard Presentation Martial Arts Demo
Silks Roller Skating
Hula Hoops Balancing Acts
Unicycling Juggling
Theatrical Science Experiments Ventriloguism
Rodeo/Roping Cheerleading
Contortionist Signing

Storytelling (Herstory)




